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COLLEGE OF DENTURISTS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

Minutes #B051 – April 2, 2004 APPROVED
Board Members in Attendance:






G. Feldman

R. Rittaler






D. Hengel

G. Stewart






G. Hinton

T. Thobaben






R. Hughes

H. Varshney






A. Jones

Staff in Attendance:


J. Mayr, Registrar






S. Pontes, Recording Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM. Mr. Hengel acted as Chair at the request of the Board

1. Approval of Draft Agenda
MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that the draft agenda be approved.  Seconded by G. Feldman.

CARRIED

2. Election Results - Introduction of New Board Members

Two professional Members were elected, by acclamation, to the Board. 

The Board acknowledged Doug Hengel and Richard Rittaler as the newly elected Members. 


3.  Election of Board Chair and Vice Chair
G. Stewart nominated D. Hengel for election as Chair of the Board for a term expiring March 2005.  R. Hughes seconded the nomination.  There were no other nominations.  D. Hengel was elected by acclamation.

D. Hengel nominated A. Jones for election as Vice-Chair of the Board.  G. Hinton seconded the nomination.  There were no other nominations.  A. Jones was elected by acclamation.


4a.  Appointment of Committee Chairs 

	Committee
	Chair

	Discipline
	G. Stewart

	Executive
	D. Hengel

	Inquiry
	A. Jones

	Patient Relations
	A. Jones

	Quality Assurance
	G. Hinton

	Registration
	G. Stewart


MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that the Committee Chair’s be approved.  Seconded by H. Varshney.






















     CARRIED


4b.  Appointment of Committee Members








               
	Committee
	Chair
	Member
	Member

	Discipline
	G. Stewart
	R. Rittaler
	H. Varshney

	Executive
	D. Hengel
	G. Stewart
	A. Jones

	Inquiry
	A. Jones
	G. Feldman
	R. Hughes

	Patient Relations
	A. Jones
	R. Hughes
	T. Thobaben

	Quality Assurance
	G. Hinton
	T. Thobaben
	R. McInnis

	Registration
	G. Stewart
	R. Rittaler
	H. Varshney


MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that the Committee Members be approved.  Seconded by R. Hughes.












     CARRIED


5.  Approval of Draft Minutes of December 5, 2003
MOTION:
by A. Jones, that the draft minutes of December 5, 2003 be approved.  Seconded by G. Stewart.

CARRIED
a) Business Arising – Bylaws Development

The Registrar informed the Board that legal counsel for the College may hire an articling student to assist in writing bylaws for the Health Profession Colleges.  The Registrar suggested that the Board might wish to consider this option for redevelopment of the Bylaws.

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that the Board agrees in principle to the College using legal counsel to assist in the development of the bylaws.  Seconded by R. Rittaler.










                          CARRIED 

6. Registrar’s Report

The Registrar presented the College’s internal and not audited Income Statements and Balance Sheets for December 2003 to February 2004.

The Registrar informed the Board that all Registrants had completed renewals with the few exceptions. Invoices with the late penalty have been sent to those Registrants. 

The Registrar informed the Board that a Newsletter will be sent to Registrant’s shortly and that it will discuss the changes to the Criminal Record Reviews, Health Professions Act, bylaws and the Quality Assurance Program.

MOTION:
by H. Varshney, that the Registrar’s Report be approved.  Seconded by G. Hinton.











               CARRIED

7. Committee Reports

Inquiry Committee

A. Jones updated the Board on the Committee’s activity. The Committee reviewed 15 complaint files, 7 were dismissed with no action, 3 resulted in Consent Agreements, 1 resulted in a Citation and Notice for Hearing, and 4 remain active.  

Registration Committee

G. Stewart updated the Board on the Committee’s activity.  The Committee approved a Theory Exam be scheduled in conjunction with the completion of the Denturist Program at Vancouver Community College.  G. Stewart told the Members that 2 Candidates passed the Theory Exam that was offered on January 14, 2004 and 3 failed.  An unsuccessful Candidate failed the exam for the third time. The Committee has notified the person that he must take further education before re-applying to the College and of his right to appeal. 

VCC requested that the Board hold an information session, at the next Board Meeting, about the Clinical Exams.  The Members agreed that because not all of the Candidates were likely to be in attendance, such a meeting would be inappropriate. The Members declined to offer the session.  A comprehensive package explaining the exam is sent to all Candidates.  Any questions Candidates may have can be answered by referring to the Exam Package.










           ACTION:  J. MAYR

Discipline Committee

G. Stewart updated the Board on the Committee’s activity and reported that one Registrant, who received a Citation, agreed to a Hearing via Agreed Statement of Facts.  The panel’s decision resulted in payment of a fine and the recovery of costs to the College.

G. Stewart informed the Board that resolving disciplinary matters with an Agreed Statement of Facts have been working out very well both for the College and the Registrant’s.

Quality Assurance Committee

G. Hinton updated the Board on the Committee’s activity.  The Members reviewed 33 courses, 23 were approved, 5 were not approved, 5 were held back on the basis that there was insufficient information and Registrant’s were asked to provide more data.

Ms. Hinton told the Board that many submissions do not contain enough information. Even though the Committee uses standardized forms, some Registrants are not providing adequate information. The Committee will continue in its efforts to educate Registrants about complying with the reporting requirements.   

Ms. Hinton informed the Board that the Registrants’ who failed to meet the requirements of the Quality Assurance Program have been referred to the Inquiry Committee.

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that the Committee Reports be approved.  Seconded by H. Varshney.











               CARRIED

8. Consequential Motions

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that pursuant to section 11(5) of the Bylaws (June 2000), the Registrar is the delegated Head of Public Body for the purposes of the Freedom of Information/ Protection of Privacy Act R.S.B.C.1996 be accepted.  Seconded by G. Hinton.












     CARRIED

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that pursuant to section 21 of the Health Professions Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 183, Mr. John Mayr is appointed as Registrar for the College of Denturists and shall hold office until March 31, 2005 be accepted.  Seconded by G. Hinton.












     CARRIED

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that pursuant to section 26(2) of the Bylaws (June 2000), the Registrar is designated as the holder of the seal for the College and must affix the seal to Licensure Certificates and other documents from time to time as required be accepted.  Seconded by G. Hinton.












     CARRIED

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that pursuant to section 34 of the Bylaws (June 2000), the accounting firm of Davidson & Company is appointed as auditors for the College of Denturists be accepted.  Seconded by G. Hinton.












     CARRIED

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that pursuant to section 35 of the Bylaws (June 2000), a committee or a panel of a committee, may retain legal counsel to assist the board, a committee, or panel be accepted.  Seconded by G. Hinton.












     CARRIED

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that pursuant to section 50(3)(a) of the Bylaws (June 2000), the theory portion of the registration examinations may be held prior to the completion of the internship be accepted.  Seconded by G. Hinton.












     CARRIED

MOTION:
by G. Stewart, that pursuant to section 54(6) of the Bylaws (June 2000), a registrant may pay, by cheque, in installment or otherwise, an amount equal to the administration fee in advance of the next fiscal year be accepted.  Seconded by G. Hinton.












     CARRIED
9. Notice of Audit

The Registrar informed the Board that the Audit of the College would take place in compliance with the Bylaws. 

10. Denturist Association Letter – Decision of Bleaching and Tooth Whitening

The Board reviewed a correspondence from the Denturist Association of BC requesting a clarification of the College’s position on Denturists providing tooth whitening services.

The Inquiry Committee previously determined that bleaching or whitening of natural teeth by a Registrant of the College violates a limitation of the Denturist Regulation. The Members agreed to write a letter explaining the Board’s position on this matter.











ACTION:  J. MAYR 

11.  Advertising – Denture Specialist

The Board discussed the issue raised in a complaint. A person sent a complaint to the Inquiry Committee about Denturists who advertise as ‘denture specialists’.  The Inquiry Committee reviewed the file and decided that the matter is a policy issue and should be determined by the Board.  

The Complainant alleges that the use of the term “denture specialist” is misleading to the public and can potentially cause harm.  The Board agreed with the Inquiry Committee that Denturists are specialists because of the limited scope of practice and that use of the term does not pose any potential harm to the public.  

The Members found that the use of the term, by an individual, may imply a designation that does not exists and may persuade a Member of the public improperly.  The Board requested the development of a broad policy to allow limit use of the term to ‘Denturists are denture specialist’.

12.  Correspondence from a Registrant 

The Board received a letter from a Registrant regarding a previous decision of the Quality Assurance Committee to designate a course the Registrant attended indirect credits. The Registrant’s letter is unprofessional and the Members agree to not consider letters written in this manner.  

The Board upheld the Quality Assurance Committee’s decision and agreed to write the Registrant a letter informing him that the Board will not consider unprofessional correspondence.











ACTION:  J. MAYR

13. Officer’s and Director’s Insurance

The Registrar informed the Members that the College purchased Officer’s and Director’s insurance.  The cost for the insurance increased by $240 and accidental death and dismemberment coverage was not included. The Board agreed not to pursue accidental death/dismemberment insurance. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12 PM.
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